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[CHAPTER 507]
AN ACT

To amend sections 1301 and 1303 of the Code of Law for the Distriet of Columbia,
relating to liability for causing death by wrongful act.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 1301
of the Act entitled “An Act to establish a Code of Law for the District
of Columbia”, approved March 3, 1901, is amended to read as follows:

“Seo. 1301. Liapurry.—Whenever by an injury done or happening
within the limits of the District of Columbia the death of a person
shall be caused by the wrongful act, neglect, or defaul, of any per-
son_or corporation, and the act, neglect, or default is such as would,
if death had not ensued, have entitled the party injured, or if the
person injured be a married woman, have entitled her husband, either
separately or by joining with the ‘wife, to maintain an action and
recover gamages, the person who or corporation which would have
been liable if death had not ensued shall be liable to an action for
damages for such death, notwithstanding the death of the person
injured, even though the death shall have been caused under circum-
stances which constitute a felony; and such damages shall be assessed
with reference to the injury resulting from such act, neglect, or default
causing such death, to the spouse and next of kin of such deceased
person; and shall also include the reasonable expenses of last illness
and burial: Provided, That if there be a surviving spouse the jury
shall allocate the portion of its verdict payable to the spouse and next
of kin, respectively, according to the finding of damage to said spouse
and next of kin: Provided further, That if in a particular case the
verdict is deemed excessive the trial justice or the United States Court
of Appeals for the District of Columbia, on appeal of the cause, may
order a reduction of the verdict : And provided Jurther, That no action
shall be maintained under this chapter in any case when the party
injured by such wrongful act, neglect, or default has recovered damages
therefor during the life of such party.”

Skc. 2. Section 1303 of such Act is amended to read as follows:

“Sec. 1303. DistrRIBUTION oF Damacrs.—The damages recovered in
such action, except the amount specified by the verdict or judgment
covering the reasonable expenses of last illness and burial, shall not be
appropriated to the payment of the debts or liabilities of such deceased
person, but shall inure to the benefit of his or her family and be dis-
tributed to the spouse and next of kin according to the allocation made
by the verdict or judgment, or in the absence of such allocation, accord-
ing to the provisions of the statute of distribution in force in said
District of Columbia.”

Approved June 19, 1948.

[CHAPTER 508]
AN ACT

To amend sections 235 and 327 of the Code of Laws for the District of Columbia.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled, That section 235 of
the Act entitled “An Act to establish a code of law for the District
of Columbia”, approved March 3, 1901, as amended, is hereby amended
to read as follows:

“Src. 235. On the death of any person in whose favor or against
whom a right of action may have accrued for any cause prior to his
death, said right of action shall survive in favor of or against the
legal representative of the deceased : Provided, however, That in tort

487

June 19, 1948
[8S. 1265]

[Public Law 676]

D. C. Code, amend-
ments.

31 Stat. 1394,

D. C. Code § 16-1201.

Death by wrongful
act, ete,

Surviving spouse
and next of kin,

Recovery of dam-
ages during life of
party.

31 Stat. 1395,
D. C. Code § 16-1203.

June 19, 1948
[S. 1442]

[Public Law 677]

31 Stat. 1227,
D. C. Code § 12-101.

Survival of right of
action.

Tort actions.



488 PUBLIC LAWS—CHS. 508-510—JUNE 19, 1948 [62 STAT.

actions, the said right of action shall be limited to damages for physical
injury except for pain and suffering resulting therefrom.”
Src. 2. Section 827 of the Act entitled “An Act to establish a code
3 St I osn, Of law for the District of Columbia”, approved March 3, 1901, as
o " amended, is hereby amended to read as follows:

Suits by and against % ini
ecits by and against Src. 327. Executors and administrators shall have full power and

istrators. authority to commence and prosecute any personal action at law or in
equity which the testator or intestate might have commenced and
Tort actions. prosecuted : Provided, however, That in tort actions, the said right of

action shall be limited to damages for é)ersonal injury except for pain
and suffering resulting therefrom; and they shall also be liable fo be
sued in the District Court of the United States for the District of
Columbia in any action at law or in equity, except as aforesaid, which
might have been maintained against the (ieceased; and they shall be
entitled to or answerable for costs in the same manner as the deceased
would have been, and shall be allowed for the same in their accounts,
unless it shall appear that there were not probable grounds for insti-
tuting or defending the suits in which judgments or decrees shall have
been given against them.”

Approved June 19, 1948.

[CHAPTER 509}

June 19,1948 AN ACT
[8. 1470) To amend the Act entitled ““An Act to make provision for the care and treatment
[Public Law 678] of members of the National Guard, Organized Reserves, Reserve Officers’

Training Corps, and Citizens’ Military Training Camps who are injured or
contract diseases while engaged in military training, and for other purposes”,
approved June 15, 1936, as amended, and for other purposes.

_ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the
o ptional Guard,  TTnited States of America in Congress assembled, That the Act entitled
_Care of sick or “An Act to make provision for the care and treatment of members of
injured. the National Guard, Organized Reserve, Reserve Officers’ Training
Corps, and Citizens’ Military Training Camps who are injured or
contract disease while engaged in military training, and for other
urposes”, approved June 15, 1936 (49 Stat. 1507), as amended (Act
uly 15, 1939, 53 Stat. 1042; sec. 5, Act October 14, 1940, 54 Stat. 1137 ;
32 U. 8. C. 164d; 10 U. 8. C. 455e), is amended by adding at the end
thereof the following new section :
“In time of peace.”  «Qpg, 2, Asused in this Act, the term ‘in time of peace’ shall include
that period after September 2, 1945 (the date of formal surrender by
Japan), which is prior to the first day on which the United States is,
by action of the Congress, or the President, or both, no longer engaged
in any war in which the United States is engaged on the date of enact-
o ~ ment of this section.
Foraplcability to Al «Spc, 3. The foregoing amendment shall be applicable to the Depart-
o1 Stat. 405 ment of the Air Force to the same extent as if enacted prior to the
5U.8.C. gupp.1, Passageof the National Security Act of 1947.”

§ 171 note. Approved June 19, 1948.
[CHAPTER 510]
’“f‘se 11‘;;%“8 . N | AN ACT
5. o authorize credit in certain accounts of United States property a d di i
{Public Law 679) officers under the War Department, and for otgerppuri’)osgs. dishursing

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives the

by aod dis- United States of America in Congress assembéed '%That paymeentso {nade
SIS0 g, PTIOT to July 1, 1942, out of moneys appropriate(’i under the provisions
Anie, p. 87. " of the National Defense Act, for the support of the National Guard



